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as playful and their youths and maidens just as
inclined to walk in the ways of ''Aphrodite as
they would have been if roystering cavaliers
had been their fathers; for have we not good
authority for believing that moral qualities
acquired by the parents are not transmitted
to their _ offspring ? But the road to heaven
was not that way; that way led to another place.
For the first stage of their education into a
great people the Americans were sent to a school
which had no playground. And the effects of
that omission are seen to this day. For the
Puritan spirit, though extinct on the sea beaches,^
is still, as it always has been, a powerful factor
in making America what she is. It survives
in the fundamentalist prohibition of cards,
dancing, theatre-going, smoking, drinking and
in the notion (of which a rumour reached me
in the south) that the 'cello with its booming
bass is a more godly instrument than the squeak-
ing fiddle.

If now we follow the subsequent stages of
America's epic, as unfolded by the masterly<
hand of Mr. J. T. Adams, we can hardly fail
to perceive that evolution has here abandoned
its respectable old world habit of being " slow
and gradual " and become exceedingly fast and
headstrong. It has been too rapid, too hurried,
too strenuous, too precipitate to admit of those
genial pauses in which the whole community
(tout le monde) takes to dancing on the bridge